
English Language



A-Level English Language is 

not GCSE English Language
GCSE English Language

Analysing texts looking 

for writer’s methods

Writing: creative and 
non-fiction

A-Level English Language

Analysing how the language used to 
represent a subject is influenced by 
contextual factors. 

Child language acquisition: spoken and 
written

Language diversity: accent/dialect, gender, 
social group, and world English.

Language change: how and why does 
language change over time.

Language investigation: on a topic of your 
choice

The power of 
storytelling/persuasion/information.



Why English Language?



Main aims of the course

You will learn that:

 Language is not neutral and can be used to shaped a specific representation, identity, 
group, event…

 Language use can be influenced by context, who is speaking, what they are speaking 
about and why they are speaking.

 People have different opinions about what is good or bad spoken and written English.

 Children acquire spoken and written language in different ways  



Why is English Language so important?
Representation  



Child Language Acquisition: spoken



Child Language Acquisition: written



Language Diversity: accent and dialect

'It's had a lasting impact': students on being 

bullied over their accents

Past and present university students talk about their 

experiences of being made to feel out of place

‘It made feel like I did not belong’

Nina White, 26, from Stockton-on-Tees, studied 

English and theatre at the University of Warwick

“It sounds ridiculous, but I only realised I had what 

people regarded as a strong regional accent when I first 

began my undergraduate studies. Mocking of my accent 

was immediate and I was shocked at the perceptions of 

people from the north-east. The perception of me was 

that if I had a drink I would become aggressive and 

scrappy, and this was all because I was from the north. I 

am neither of those things



Language Diversity: gender

http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/Myth-Mars-Venus-Deborah-Cameron/9780199550999/a_aid=nymeth
http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/Myth-Mars-Venus-Deborah-Cameron/9780199550999/a_aid=nymeth


Language Diversity: social groups

You 
sweat!

Lots of 
disco 

rice in 
this bin.



Language Diversity: world English



Language Change

http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/wp-content/image.php?u=/images_blogs/photos/uncategorized/2007/10/18/pills.jpg
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/wp-content/image.php?u=/images_blogs/photos/uncategorized/2007/10/18/pills.jpg


Like finding a needle in a 
haystack

The simile has been used since the first 
half of the sixteenth century, although its 
earliest appearance was as ‘a needle in a 
meadow’ and then ‘a needle in a bottle of 
hay’, ‘bottle’ being an old word for a 
‘bundle of hay or straw’.

The ‘haystack’ dates from the second 
half of the eighteenth century.

Language Change



NEA: Language in Action

 The aim of this area of study is to allow students to explore 
and analyse language data independently and develop and 
reflect upon their own writing expertise.

 Assessment: Internally assessed coursework

 It requires students to carry out two different kinds of 
individual research:

 a language investigation (2,000 words excluding data)

 a piece of original writing and commentary (750 words each).

 Students can choose to pursue a study of spoken, written or 
multimodal data, or a mixture of text types, demonstrating 
knowledge in areas of individual interest.


